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Will Hollywood Burbank Airport finally get a new terminal? COVID-19 is the latest
hurdle

The Hollywood Burbank Airport. (Raul Roa / Los Angeles Times)
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When federal regulators first warned operators of the Hollywood Burbank Airport that the terminal was located too
close to the runways, a gallon of regular gasoline cost $1.19, leg warmers were all the rage and “Star Wars: The
Empire Strikes Back” was one of the top grossing movies in theaters.
Nearly 40 years later, the Federal Aviation Administration has completed an environmental study that would
normally signal the final step before construction can begin on a replacement for the airport’s cramped 90-year-old
facility.
But after decades of setbacks, legal disputes and neighborhood opposition, the quest to build a modern terminal that
meets federal safety requirements may be delayed again by the pandemic, which has pushed demand for air travel to
record lows.
“I can’t imagine a project with a more solid footing than this,” said Patrick Lammerding, the airport’s deputy
executive director of planning and development. “The wildcard is COVID.”
ADVERTISING

The next step in the process is a 45-day public review of the environmental impact statement, which analyzes traffic,
air pollution, noise and other effects of the project. The review period began last week.
But how to pay for the $1.2-billion project is still up in the air because the pandemic has severely reduced airport
revenue, making it difficult for the airport to turn to a traditional bond measure for the financing, Lammerding said.
How much an airport can raise toward paying off a construction bond is based on how much revenue is generated by
a passenger facility charge — a fee charged to each ticketed flyer. But the pandemic has squashed demand for air
travel nationwide, with Hollywood Burbank Airport reporting an 81% drop in passengers in June, compared to June
2019.
Instead of starting construction next year, Lammerding said, the pandemic has put the construction start date in
limbo.
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The public has until Oct. 5 to comment on the draft environmental impact statement on the a new 355,000-squarefoot terminal with 14 gates , a 413,000-square-foot aircraft parking apron and a five-to-seven story parking structure
that can hold up to 6,600 cars.
Virtual public hearings on the new terminal are scheduled for Sept. 23 and 24. People who want to speak during the
hearings must register online.
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Bob Hope Airport is in Burbank, right?
Oct. 6, 2013

The new facility would be located in the northwest region of the airport, in what was once Lockheed-Martin’s B-6
plant.
The existing terminal is 232,000 square feet with 14 gates and in some places is located 313 feet from a runway, less
than half the 750 feet required by current safety regulations. Federal officials began discussing the need to replace
the terminal in January 1980. Parts of the existing building date back to 1930, before modern seismic safety rules
were adopted.
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Bob Hope and actress Jayne Mansﬁeld prepare to leave from Burbank’s Lockheed Air Terminal in 1957 for USO shows overseas. (Steve Fontanini / Los Angeles
Times)

Since opening in 1930, the airport near the intersection of North Hollywood Way and Empire Avenue has brandished
many names, including Union Airport, Lockheed Air Terminal, the Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport and Bob
Hope Airport, for the comedian and actor who lived in nearby Toluca Lake.
The airport was rebranded as the Hollywood Burbank Airport in 2016 to help remind out-of-town travelers of its
proximity to Los Angeles.
The effort to replace the 90-year-old terminal has been delayed repeatedly by land sales at the airport, litigation
involving the city of Burbank and the requirement that Burbank voters must first approve building a new terminal. A
ballot measure to green light a new terminal passed with about 70% of the vote in 2016.
Throughout the debate over building a new terminal, some neighborhood groups spoke out against the new facility,
arguing that it would lead to more flights, more road traffic, more aircraft noise and more pollution. The new
terminal won’t increase the number of gates but will be about 53% bigger.
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Noise Study Ordered at Burbank Airport
April 18, 2000

A group called Studio City for Quiet Skies has railed against the project for years and has sponsored a Change.org
petition opposing the new terminal. The petition has collected more than 2,500 signatures.
Airport critics who have signed the petition object primarily to new flight patterns that have increased noise over
nearby Studio City. They vow to oppose the new terminal until the flight patterns are changed.
“Until the departure jet path over our communities moves back to the historical flight path, we will actively oppose
the replacement terminal,” the petition says.
The group issued a statement, saying it opposes the new terminal because it will accommodate more travelers and
bigger planes, which will “increase already critical negative impacts to the entire San Fernando Valley and Santa
Monica Mountains.”
Alan Dymond, president of the Studio City Residents Assn., said he is not opposed to building a new terminal to meet
safety requirements. He said the proposed terminal has nothing to do with the increasing airport noise problem.
“We understand that people are conflating the new terminal with the real issue, which is the noise from the airport,”
he said. “They are trying to link the two together.”
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Residents voiced their noise concerns to the Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena Airport Authority in July 2019. (Anthony Clark Carpio / Burbank Leader)

Critics of the airport have blamed the new departure patterns on the FAA’s new NextGen system, a satellite-based
navigation program that is designed to replace an aging radar-based system to improve flight time, fuel efficiency
and safety.
The FAA has acknowledged that in recent years more flights have been departing Hollywood Burbank Airport and
turning further south over Studio City and Sherman Oaks, but the agency said the NextGen system that was
implemented in 2017 was not to blame. The FAA officials say the new satellite navigation points are too far from the
airport to influence the direction of the takeoffs.

BUSINESS

CALIFORNIA

Your guide to our new economic reality.
Get our free business newsletter for insights and tips for getting by.

Enter Email Address

https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-09-01/hollywood-burbank-airport-new-terminal-covid-19-hurdle

6/10

9/1/2020

COVID could delay Hollywood Burbank Airport's new terminal - Los Angeles Times

SIGN ME UP
You may occasionally receive promotional content from the Los Angeles Times.

Hugo Martín
Twitter

Instagram

Email

Facebook

Hugo Martín covers the travel industries, including airlines and theme parks, for the
Los Angeles Times Business section. A native Californian, Martín was part of the
Metro staff that won three Pulitzer Prizes in 1993, 1995 and 1998.

Latest in Business

California blackouts are Public Utilities
Commission's fault, grid operator says

READ MORE

MORE FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES
HOT PROPERTY

Russell Westbrook takes a big loss on Oklahoma home
2 hours ago

BUSINESS

California utilities commission fires its executive director
https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-09-01/hollywood-burbank-airport-new-terminal-covid-19-hurdle

7/10

9/1/2020

COVID could delay Hollywood Burbank Airport's new terminal - Los Angeles Times
2 hours ago

TECHNOLOGY

Tesla to sell as much as $5 billion of shares after rally
2 hours ago

CALIFORNIA

California may be the first state to develop its own generic drugs
Sep. 1, 2020

Around the Web

California: Wants You to
Install Solar if You Live Near
Studio City

Ads by Revcontent

3 Ways Your Cat Asks for
Help

The States Where Americans
Don't Want To Live Anymore

DR. MARTY

MONEYWISE.COM

SAVING MONEY WEEKLY

These Twins Were Named
"Most Beautiful in the
World," Wait Till You See
Them Now
POST FUN

20 Rare Photos of What Life
Was Like Back in the '70s

15 Secret Brands Behind
Costco's Kirkland Label

PAST FACTORY

MONEYWISE.COM

https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-09-01/hollywood-burbank-airport-new-terminal-covid-19-hurdle

8/10

9/1/2020

COVID could delay Hollywood Burbank Airport's new terminal - Los Angeles Times

LATEST BUSINESS
HOT PROPERTY

Actor Dennis Haysbert sells Malibu home at a hefty discount
Sep. 1, 2020

BUSINESS

Apparel industry wage-reform bill dies in Assembly after failing to come up for a vote
2 hours ago

TECHNOLOGY

Facebook threatens to block sharing of news stories in Australia
Sep. 1, 2020

HOT PROPERTY

Actor-developer Adam Ambruso asks $15 million for Hollywood Hills showplace
Sep. 1, 2020

BUSINESS

Column: A new California law is kicking in that will help keep debt collectors at bay
Sep. 1, 2020

ADVERTISEMENT

Subscribe for unlimited access
Follow Us

Copyright © 2020, Los Angeles Times | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy | CA Notice of Collection | Do Not Sell My Info

https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-09-01/hollywood-burbank-airport-new-terminal-covid-19-hurdle

10/10

9/1/2020

COVID could delay Hollywood Burbank Airport's new terminal - Los Angeles Times

CORONAVIRUS AND PANDEMIC

Could the coronavirus make for a lighter ﬂu season?

Newsom unveils sweeping new coronavirus reopening rules for businesses in California

House panel ﬁnds fraud and abuse in PPP business aid program

A reviled criminal defendant in South Korea: A college student with COVID who lied to contact tracers

California renters to receive COVID-19 eviction protections under bill signed by Gov. Gavin Newsom

Cases statewide »

712,428

13,019

confirmed

deaths

As of September 1, 9:24 a.m. Pacific

ADVERTISEMENT

https://www.latimes.com/business/story/2020-09-01/hollywood-burbank-airport-new-terminal-covid-19-hurdle

9/10

